U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

May 17, 2017 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOlPA Request No.: 1371270-000 
Subject: OTASH, FRED 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 37 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Additionally, records that may be responsive to your FOIA request have been transferred to the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). You may desire to direct a request to NARA, 8601 
Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001. Please reference the following file numbers 92-HQ-3267 
serials 158 and 303, 44-HQ-24016 serial 1442, 63-HQ-4296 serials 26, 44, 46, 201,246, 286, 452, 492, 

515, 529 and 675, and 92-HQ-3156 serial 75. 

Lastly, records which may be responsive to your FOIA request were destroyed. Since this material 
could not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is 
carried out under the supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, 
United States Code, Section 3301 and Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 12, Sub-chapter B, 
Part 1228. The FBI Records Retention Plan and Disposition Schedules have been approved by the United 
States District Court for the District of Columbia and are monitored by NARA. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOlPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.qov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOlPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: httDs://foiaonline.reaulations.aov/foia/action/Dublic/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. 

If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOlPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be 
easily identified. 






You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis@nara.qov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.qov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOlPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 




EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept seoret in the interest of national defense 

or foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the Internal personnel rules and practices of an agenoy; 

(b)(3) speoifically exempted from disolosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that suoh statute (A) requires 
that the matters be withheld from the public In such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular 
criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial Information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agenoy memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency In 
litigation with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would oonstitute a olearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or Information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the produotlon of such law 

enforcement records or information ( A ) could reasonably be expeoted to Interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would 
deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an Impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to oonstitute an 
unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the Identity of confidential source, 
including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential 
basis, and, in the case of reoord or information oompiled by a criminal law enforcement authority In the course of a criminal 
investigation, or by an agenoy conducting a lawful national seourlty Intelllgenoe Investigation, Information furnished by a 
confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement Investigations or prosecutions, or 
would disclose guidelines for law enforcement Investigations or proseoutions if such disclosure oould reasonably be expected 
to risk oircumventlon of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expeoted to endanger the life or physical safety of any Individual; 

(b)(8) contained In or related to examination, operating, or oonditlon reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agenoy 

responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical Information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled In reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(])(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of orimlnal law Including efforts to prevent, control, or 
reduce crime or apprehend orimlnals; 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Exeoutive order In the interest of the national defense or 
foreign policy, for example. Information involving Intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material oompiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result In loss of a right, benefit 
or privilege under Federal programs, or whioh would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that 
his/her identity would be held In confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained In connection with providing proteotive services to the President of the United States or any other 
individual pursuant to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Seotlon 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material oompiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal olvilian 

employment or for access to classified Information, the disclosure of which would reveal the Identity of the person who 
furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held In confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal 
Government servioe he release of whioh would oompromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the Identity of 

the person who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her Identity would be held In confidence. 
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^"'JTTWreiAM OTTENBEEG Ifuled'.that ,'’cnipIoy«-ot "priyate ij; ,> G'iMii.Min> 

'■ An estimate I.OOP men—«oin« detective* vwere’,xw>t,«aulrc<l^ to, 
wlth/crlmtaal recorda-^re ;now 'bellceneed, -<^ ■ 
snatchlng.'carsjjtraWng;,Spouses ;Lt.‘Harry\ 0 : BlacJcman.,' then;' 
for;''dIyorce';.evIdence:.and per-, head'of the,'police 
forming Other.'chores as private special '. Investigations i squad;. 

.detectlves'here .without"any po- came back with a proposal.thati‘'M^ii^P;^K^»5^Vt;’'^|r 
11 ^ controrovet'their activities every person employed by a. li-.' »g!i% \JU_qr^gaMl||fa 
The 1,000'meni-ls;an estimate private' detective .should 
from license official* and spokes- WyCleared. by.-,.the):pollce;chief. I 

men. 'for '’legitimate' detectlsm fingerprinted and photographed.'., 
igencles, rNo'one-knows the’iati. objecti pro get'fuH informa-. 

Sct^flgwe because'the employes Won, *i»nt- the people .^flashing' 
of detective'agencies, and car ^*?*?*-^ fS 

snatchers working bn a commis- ftdenUal data* 

Sion'basis are;neither’reglst^ed \ Mr.'.West then told-the Coin- 
par licensed* v- j».'. ■ mlssloner* thataddltlwal'-legis- 

Por.nlne.years,'the-Pollce De- nwd^- 

partment has.been trying.to get Pjobto could, be handled^ 
regulations- to clear-‘ out the *doptIng regulations prohibiting 
Suesttonable character*, and su- lj<^<d ’ detective agency, < 5 ', ; , X 
perylse-.the*others;- {™“^Wjlng jany..person;unless,i.».“UCENSED.OPERATlVE' 

"As^tant ^rporatlbn Counsel ®? police .»ld he wasof-."' police ;want to ban ba^b 

Robert.KneIpp.said be has got- “®i«W character*Mr-WestIM ,x- . /'iX j 

ten as far as:a "working,draft" police, draw^ up the Investigations. Sciuad;fMr."| 

whlchvwin,.'uitlmately-.'be pre- "ku^tlon.', t, ,,1 ttogham,and'spokesmen fori 

sented. to the District’s'.Regula- ’'pThe pollce have* beenidra'wtog private;agencies:; ;• f J \' I 
tlons Committee.’." '-y.-o '=•. up, regulations ever .since; Each 'Men,:."denled, UcensesI be# 
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iRe*uiatl 6 M X»«i^Wriite.i ;‘ 'submlttedj.®^ previous criminal.Mwrdj 
^eguiatiOM Never Written-. y^„. would pass • and then to work for some of'the . 

Private detective agencies.are another set would, bb forwarded ; Mr.-Notttogham'saldj 

* under'’,the license Act as .the problem grew'more wor- tie knew of,one ,denied a' license 
,of _1932,., which.'authorteedrithe wsome; t •; . ■ , because of an auto theft record! 

Commissioners to*write: regula- who,'-was .snatching-, cars on*a! 

tkais to coyer the, field.’The reg*' . , S®**** yyW* Cited commission basis for a finance] 


the evllS finance .‘company without' the 
Cor-lclted by Capt. Michael’J.'Maiproperty .;ar«l the’,owner can’t . 

Vernon, Westlhaney, now, head of the Specuifecover lt.c Mr.',Nottingliim.*ald Wash. Post and 
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ht h»<t numerou* of 

*'sjtrlpped”/,car$.i, '■, 4 ' , 

, |Resi<ient »4 who lcall, police/,to 
riportj somebody h« ^been fol- 
Mwintf them sometimes get close] 
enough,.to. see-;* -bsdge.» They] 
t»ke‘down;» number'and’oom-f 
Plata, that, a policeman has,beenj 
' botherto^.them. A. check of alt 
,P01^ > badge numbers reyeala 
■that It- wasn't a policeman ^butl 
a "private .eye^ sbadowingitheml 
Car.‘.Wasn;i; "Stolen'^ 

People,'^report’ cars'’', stolen. 
Hours later, police, find the car 
was repossessed. Police Insistence 
.has prompted the more reputable 
companies to report’.to ‘ police 
when . they.’, repossws,. cars but 
this report'ls not .required,'by 
;regulatlon .1 and >‘ may .• not reach 
poUce.'.fo^/'hoiirsji,, . “ , 

■ ^putable, detectiveagencies, 
who get police clearance \ before 
they hire’’ ^private eyes," ‘ claim 
that, some employes of other 
agencies are‘ tempted to manu* 
facturb divorce evidence'to cam 
their, fee,! use wire tsps and en¬ 
tice * Spouses ■ Into, compromising 
situations..',• ’\y ^ \ ‘ 

T'Ah employe." said one private 
detective, ,*cah do as much dam^ 
age as his employer ta.the course 
of an Investigation.. The employe 
Jould" be ■ licensed * along with 
tlei'employer v '-j' '.1‘ ’ 

> ‘ .■fOkdlstlbns': now , being 

wtasWexed cover,aU employes.of 
detective' agencies 1 and' any i one 


; i 5 onductta{^lnve$tIgatlons,'rep<«d 
sesslng property,*‘.> rsklp-traclag'1 
or.'.'collcctlng.'. 'i': ?•. rl *',f 
Everybody - covered, i by 1 |he 
regu4tlcta$ wordd v have . to 1 be 
cleared,} by’police as'^of Vgood 
/inor al < character, i Approved' per- 
:^nsi,^ouId> be' issued an Identl- 
fleationj card, show^ng^hlsmame 
and, the.:name’ or, address- of • his 
employer,..his.,photograph.- fin¬ 
gerprint;,'and’ .signature.- .'Badges 
would; be, eliminated., 

H.9aaUfleations'!Hrg.ed,, ■ t,. 
;,;Pollce wcAild be notlllM within 
a short time if^the cmploye*left 
the detective agency; or lost his 
Identification card., Lleenses is-^ 
sued under the regulations would 
be' subject iitq revocation t at any 

time;',;V^4''' 

, Police.'also,have recommended 
that';;professional 'qualifications 
be added! j as a-requlrementf for 
Ucenslnsfr prlTate,> detectives,, but 
not theta employes. Now/no ex- 
perlence!"ls requlreda. 

; The holder‘of an',iapproved 
Identification , card.'j the-,police 
propose.- would, ;have'to show,,It 
to p<riilce»,onvdemand’ unless^the 
circumstances , of the moment 
glvethe.detectlve’good.cause for 
refusing.',^;’,x ,■ , 

- 'l-To, • end {the. i ’headaches ■ ■ 0ver 
stolen'car; rei)ort5.,i police 5 alw 
recommend 'thatraU'prlvate/de¬ 
tective, employes engaged In tar- 
snatchlng would ;hatef'to;reix)rt 
such " repossessions* ■ to ppllcei 
within an-hour. after the seliure-J 
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jfeegulittonStComniittee.’s 
r ‘ Kow they operate without ap- 
!j»rovat. oi 'poUcef'I'noif^ehaes, 

;andiJw,ftegeryrint-records.' In 
facti-'therVis 'virttfalIyxio‘c la- 
i.tr)l':ov.er,^e'Ir,.«tlvIt^esw\' v'. 

1 [Jnder 'the,;propo$ed^ rep la- 
tii h$, ri recojhmeiwed' by ' ^ he 
:pwice. Departmentj.'prlvatp de- 
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[bej^i^pt>nd j^_cn^s';w<«ld be 
pubject'toyecocatloa on cau^. 
VThoviregulattos,; according 
to 'Assistant' Corporation Court- 
sel'Robert'Knelpp,-,'also* would 
require, bill,' collectors and 
"skip’ tracers’^ to take out li¬ 
censes.' • ' . '■ ' 


i ^Krwlppisald 4h'e? pr'eseat-U*; 
cense > act ,"I$ f too 'brb^.'; ,V ' 
", The',: prdjposed =5 yeg^atlofa 
would exempt ;perwns’ ^'age ►, 
eies engilged^’In' such, ’ esta 
lished. activities4as credit txW-' 
porting; and ' Insurance'adjust-, 
Ing, and. investigation^ ^ ■>;. 
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InSosssajbions&l ^2:pos!es 


The originals removed from this file eoid replaced with 
duplicate copies of the original were accessioned to the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) pursuant 
to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992. Provision of the 
JFK Act allowed for certain information to be postponed from ‘ 
public release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages';.have 
NOT necessarily been released for public review in their / [ 
entirety. 

• 

Under the JFK Act, originals to all material deemed 
assassination records must beaccesssioned to KARA regardless 
of whether the material is open in full or released with 
information postponed. Therefore, any documents or pages 
from EBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act 
are no longer considered the possession of the FBI. The 
duplicate pages have been inserted strictly for research 
purposes. 

The copies contained herein sJa not necessarily show 
the most up-to-date classification. 

To attain a copy of the-publicly released version of 
any materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA - 
facility in College Park, ,MD, you may contact the JFK Access 
Staff, at 301/713-6620. 

The following materials were removed from this file 
and are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA: 
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yvJ». Its Inquiry Into sources of.In- 

Warl'Sa'ndalfis^^ 


- r C-yest ^ g y.ThjtV. 

Mar..;ianj ^ai, lie 

,iip^ OoalWeatlal aagardM ^fh 
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with 

Photographs of the Shapely 

[Wifee, the way to get rid ®*^?<tlsh actress.*, < ■ 

Mf. tOtash,. suggested to; the 
=‘^*ttee that the Oommuni^ 
ricw posed a toug h prob- *“<1 the sex devlates.be ousted 
from the movie' Industry, that 
! nale movie stars stay with,their 
I Hives and, female movie, stars 
itay,twlth their husbah^ .. '> 
JTf you' do that,” added Mri 
wash, ’'you’ll have no • scandal 
'-and no scandal niagazliiea,'" 
The- committee heard te^l* 


[zlnes. 

Mr. 'O^ 35. ‘biack-halri 


and manicured, said hC; nevertoutslde."* 
knows nor 
Private sleuths who‘have.’ Hef 
isaid he was i>aid a'minimum re- 
jtainer of $7,500 a year by Holly- 

he 

»Id “buys, stories for publica¬ 
tions such as Cdnfldentlal and. 1 
Imagine, other scandal - maga¬ 
zines.’* ■ 

The husky investigator said’ 
he went with Anita , “for about^ 

’Seven or eight months In '1954.K‘ 

Regan 

a^rxl ihtai about an article' to 
1 w^magazlne concerning'' Mi» 


, on^-wy miners so' 
be:shot'from the Inside ,t6 


f ^ I 'jL* .-a_, i. t 




[mony ab^Ta P^op<;;S $3 w7m mer^and 
industry /fund to combat thony ste^ 
scandal magazines- and about a .. “'yes I *1!*.^^*' 

iPQCket electronic devfo 


p<:»ket electronic device that'ean 
ra ilo a conversation i to a. re- 
coder in a panel truck three 
Ibli cks away. , ' • 

I the Senate committee Is' la- 


JLi v”V uwH \Q pnoto- 

[CTaph Am ta and her house.’r Mr.l 
Otash replied. “One photograph! 

^ was made at the beach where my I 

iman hid behind a .hill and shot 

Imovles of her comlng-«©3S=^| Wash. Post and , 

Times Herald 
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The originals removed from this file and replaced with 
duplicate copies of the original were accessioned to the 
National Archives ^nd Records Administration (NARA) pursuant 
to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992. Provision of the 
JFK Act allowed foir certain information to be postponed from 
Dublic release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages’;have 
iioT necessarily been released for public review in their , ; ; ’ 

entirety. 

• 

Under the JFK Act, originals to all material deemed 
assassination records must be*accesssioned to NARA regardless 
of whether the material is open in full or released with 
information postponed. Therefore, any documents or pages 
from FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act 
are no longer considered the possession of the FBI. The 
duplicate pages have been inserted strictly for research 

purposes. 

The copies contained herein si2 necessarily show 
the most up-to-date classification. 

To attain a copy the-publicly released version of 
anv materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA • 
facility in College park, MD, you may contact the JFK Access 
Staff, at 301/713-6620. 

The following materials were removed from this file 
and are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA; 
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Frobe 
Death Threat Tol^ ^ 

.i ' , i , ,'•,"5. •. 

. KfOLLYWOOD, Feb. (INS>—Dwth threat^^nd evidence 
that Holljhvqod, stars, have been shaken down ior big 
ittioney to keep their names out of scandal magazines be- ^ 
came ingriediehU, todays in the seniation-pack^ ^'private" 
eye” probeself6rnext-week.| | — 

still r»POther.-d«velipme»lUuM t)e bas^’ on extortions In' 

which film celebrities Were,the ■, 
victims. ' . 

The long InVestigatJwi of the* 


15101 /* of the strange and .never 
fully Explained Marie McDon¬ 
ald kidnaping has been offered 
for sale to the highest bidder 
among the expose publications. 
Fred Otash, private detective 


t'private eyes”" has produced 
evidence that'after the agencies i 


who checks information on Hoi- pmed up- damaging, informv 

tion about a star they put it on 
the block to th<vhlghest bidder, • 
whether that !» the magazine,i 
or the star, involved,. 

Lloyd Harris, chief Investl-* 
ator/or the Ckimmlttee, told 
* the, *Sn$ide stpry"' on >the 
,a r 1 ej, McDonald kidnaping 
dag on the'markct. He said It. 
being offered to the highest * 
bidder. He indicated his InvesH- 
gators have the names of thoy, 
Involved in the project. 


lywood < personalities ior Con¬ 
fidential, tlf'> best known of the 
scandal sheets, ‘toldVlntema- 
tional News Service-Ahat his 
life has been threatened since 
it became known that he face/ 
quizzing about his work. ' 

Otash Is one' of 30 to 40 wit¬ 
nesses tof be heard by a State 
Senate Committee Investigating 
private detective and collection 
agencies an dthe expose maga¬ 
zines. I 

He said; 

*1 have had a number of tele¬ 
phone calls^ from unidentified 
persons who told me that if I 
valued my life. I’d better not 
show up there on Wednesday.! 

“They not only threatened; 
my life, but my daughter’s life 
as welL They said'if I appeared, 
T might not be able to find her 
.after 1 leave the hearing.” 
p Police Lt. Frank Cunning¬ 
ham, who has been checking 
'into the operation of private 
jdetective agencies for more 
than a year, goes before the 
Icounty grand jury’s criminal 
(Complaints committee on Tues- 
!day and he'hinted that there 
Iwould be extortion indictments. 

! ^Jle ii^ated thaf Ahe charges 
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Date 




\ - * 
i. I 


:»TTO 


CTSf. - - ='• 

DATE 







0-19 (R*v. 9-7-$S) 




f .’^ivf.\ ;»■ 

!^afe'©et 


rTSTv.^ 


''•rr-.' ;;"'4-: ^u\ r '/■• - •-— 

?Vv t-' ■,'';i.‘'''''4-.; 

DavJa vVist .iij; . 
'■rAtBANY.-'jl’eb:\''X75-:piivate 
dotectim .IWI of :t& 

. badges- and . yconilri? ;| 0 f»thoJr 
aids ahd^'frctod cdcne evna 
clostf, ^trol i JA xocoiamenda- 
tloiM aow’^eSjf'ptopiif^ by.a 
Joint, I?gisl4tiye.;coamiltt0ol ! 
' Secrotary .dtXstato' ‘parmine 
G.'.Do Saplo already 'has pre¬ 
pared; 'a Setfes oi nine bills that 
would, amonsr other things, sub,- 
*tltuto, Identl'fieatiffla 'canto .Xoir 
the state-issued'', badgts -’that 
licensed detectives, now get/ and 
would fe<iuIrei’lIcenies’“Xor 'the 
fassistants'to -whora 'the, detec- 
t]^ now glve;'h^es that en- 
ixh them;to pose as. poBcemen. 
.,!j!ven stricter control ot.the 
sMte’s 600 .licensed private de- 
teplvo agonies to'contained In 
reconunendatlohs now bein? prt- 


e lOfexoadgesv 

paij^/by the ..Joint L^is^attve 
Conunittee’tot Study';jlUyal Inr 
terc'eptlorf; f/' <•:, i| h'/-' ' 

group,Vhich has recora- 
tnendtd Vjthree-’bills- '.to’.'.ciacJc 
lotm j^on*, ’vMrjjitapping,', Mas 
lUiXtiy authdrizediby thexegis- 

fature fast y.<*r, ',tbi„extend, its 
Juxisdittion to a study .'ot.‘pri¬ 
vate'; eye^”-,The ccttiihlttee to 
headed ,by. .^mblymin ^Anl 
thony p. Savar,ese "Jr.,'* Queens 
RepubUcaa.",,.' / 

present, ‘a private • die tectivt 
applies 'to., the/ l>epartmeht^ w 
Stat«,’|to','ilngerprlhted., pays ,a' 
f200 fee (t3.00.irhe..to Inebrpo- 
rated'j'.ahd recces a iloehse 'and 
a*shlny badge Tj'oin the;.s'ate 
^,t' .says, ’ ".‘Private -Dettctl! 'e.", 
[The department says 'the"''^ aly 
[other, prerequisite .to that'.Vhe 
Contthuticn page jp, column?^ 


LfA6l ^ 


3 0 *) 

O r«t 'r- 

v *-rcfj 
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ip:|>ii<»nt. ‘jau^^ oSl 

aer^ 'cliai^tr;! wiid'soaae Jp^e- 
vlouj'WMtli'itW 
Once 'Ja buslnw. ;i;«* caii'hire 
ihjr nujab^r .ciX,,«i«6taatj—trtth* 
out lt«n$ta| tfcAtSj^Acd ho.cia 
l^e polIce^iWo'^bi<i^«’'toi hb 
i&«£’’i.'’'■-'■ iv Jai- 

i; i'liaplo .matter.'for'nasorupu- 
lous •membwa' of* the’ prtvate- 
(Jettctiv^ .bualnesa - to'^weato'- th« 
Jmjjrewto^. they.!airo'; j?ol&0' offt* 


I <SetetUvt\X<»,'*^o!tnki }ajt;,,‘that 
liter •.a oompiaiat was'recelfea 
from', vjJew^?, yorfe,\ city', „iv>Uoe: 
ConSmuitener Stephen F. Keh- 

,Th.e department’s bill*, .tfcaild 
take, away-/all.'badges, either 
those,’fesn^ byithe state or by 
the'detective to his' employees, 
Ind .substitute! an Jdentifioatloa 
car(l,'|',/rhelr',-';title '.VoUld .'be 
changed ■ ;from .'^ivate detec¬ 
tive* to “private investigator." 
Finally,'..all remploj^ees' ol; Inves¬ 
tigating 'agei»i<Ss;>ould be idi- 
cen$e<l..not merely the head In¬ 
vestigator. ”, i ». > 
i'.'i.'VShen It'started Its o^ study 
of the '.problem/however,''the 
.iJolnt li^Ulalve Commlttee.dls- 
covered that It .was,entering a 
highly complicated area for leg¬ 
islation. Investigating agencies 
are not limited to’ the public’s 
conception,' .enhanced'.byk radio 
and televlsloo, of the' tough' pri¬ 
vate-eye with blonde-who-cah- 

'r. ';'OtherRelds'*',, 

. 'For'. example, ■ the' committee 
found'that InVestlgattog'work'ls 
llsd'.performed by credit agen¬ 
cies like :'Dun' ' .B/adstreCt, 
which also does loyalty Investi¬ 
gations: railroad .and .maritime 
security bureaus; "jiirson'^ lu'vestl- 
gators for Insurance com^nlcs, 

large,'.'protective; agehcles’-hke 
Pinkerton’s. hor$e-racia».at U - 
CUrthists-nmd bUl' collection 
agencies.' '■ ■;fw.V. ,*,* v ‘‘if, 


Fl]rS^ «»euS{fe^'.was coaicofitiJ 
edwTlK^fhe problem .of, Ju^l 
tvhom any new.leglslatlon should 
cover, > as -well 'as how'jar/-It 
should go. Sliould thS state coni 
ceatrate■' 'on, :scre.enthg '. license 
appllcatidns,' jwr, oa. iegulatlons 
to prevent, abuses "aftettt'ard. or 
both? HOW far Can the state go 
without violating the, cHeatjla- 
vestlgatorjelatlonshli)? . «'■, 
'.■,;.'ro.aa$wer'-these and similar 
questions; the vcommlttee _has 
hired a team .cl top legal .talents, 
whJeh'ifflsbeea studyiag th^, sit¬ 
uation 'for several'month^'vThe 
team Consists,of,Profcssor.WaU 
ter Gellhom and Professor Mon,; 
rstd Q.;Paulsen,'of the Columbia 
twdveti^tj'. sehooX "■of liawiyuean 
William'; .‘Hughes. MuUfganlfbfg 
Fordh'am/lA'W.jSchool, and' Pro'- 
fessor Bugeae'"J.'Keefe, of Ford- 
ham-Law _schbbl.'..,''; • j/’l 
'ff Wire-Tapping iCase'''.’^. f' ,> 
;‘The.current efforts to tighten 
up'iaWs aixecting'.both wire-tap¬ 
ping-and .private detectives,'are 
the .result,of, repercussions /fol¬ 
lowing the. disclosure ■ in • Feovur 
ary, ;i 5 ? 5 , by,William. J, Keat- 
ingi, then-, counsel, to' the New 
York afy.A»tl-crtoae’;. Commit¬ 
tee; bf 'the' existence of ',a :wlr^- 
tap nest in ,an,E, Wth St. apart¬ 
ment liouse In New -York City, 'i' 
../Tbe'Chaln of events;touched 
off . fed' to' the' conviction'pf. two 
private’detectives ..on'- wtre-tapi 
pingcharges.* John G.. Broldy 
and--,Charles 'V.^.Grts.. 'The '.Ui 
c^nsesj of ■ both men have' been 
revoked'’ by the Seerctary/of 
state. X>espife ah the fuss it the 
time,' however,'/ the Legislature 
after two years,' has not yet en- 
acted any package legislation to 
deal with ttther wire-tapping st 
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^- 1 -... ..^ Mr. Tolson — 

■farfi*' •'’' ’»«'• ’ ‘ ' - .,ji ' ,, ' Mr. Nichols — 

'' '-^.'.S "K^OMSWO ^:mX°!zi 

I , . _ ' --- • ', ; .. ■ . I-... --y . ' y . -1 .^zT -. :.,. Mr. Parsons_ 

^^-'..‘ ‘ ' ' ;■ , '* /.'' •. '”', ’ -' Tele. Room — 

.. ' Mr. Holloman -_ 

I V= lVh0 ,knows y/hat ‘^vlt chatsi^Ms ;lutk a tapped tahphono Uno.? oanay __ 

mirror, in tho'aeoond afiicie of a serios 'oh wiretapping,,teVs'how phono callsdte inter-\ 

Mptod, and what to do Xf'your privaoy is so ytoJaied. , , i * *| ''I 


1 K ^f ’e m K^', 




, ; ; Ky NpKMAN MILLER ancrWILFRED ALEXANDER ; . ,1 

Air\^a5';;s'er^ne;ih the eouVitifbpjh. ; Menry, 'a \vealthy textile man;;was'suing his:pretty 
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i An Induction platform, on which phon« 1$ boinjj, 
'j placed, Japt 'ceoverjaKon* and records them on 
‘i ' , ^wtred-in macMne.' ' 


gone.".; '■ ' ‘ . • , ■ • , '• 

‘.Male;‘.‘Beentreadlng?’* ... J . 

•Female: “Fes. ,fgiggle) as ^ou hXe It. I'm w 
bed'wlthout a stttcbon." , ’ ' _ • 

•Mate: "Hold everything. .I’m practically there 
already." ■ ' 

‘ That was It, Wiretapping hiA seored'again; 
All Henry had to do was establish that he paid the 
phone bill forJiis.apartment,,and had'authorized 
a private detective to, eavesdrop on .all his vvlfe’s 
calls. Tt took this one conversation to pay off 
with a decree.. - " 

,But there .were hours of planning, Jnstaliing a 
tap on Henry's phone and weeks ol ;patIent listen* 
Ing and Tecording’-all thlsfor those’-16 seconds'ol 
Intimate conversation that took . Henry, off the 
marital hook. *' •' ’■'■>'• •■ ' ■ , ■ ,' 

, AND. IN CASES like this, where one of the 
jpartleS helps establish an intercepting device, the 
flOb of tapping a phoned* easiest. ' ' ‘ 

^ ' Otherwise. pnyate detectives who resort to the 
vicious ,$hort<ut method of obtaining Information 
by wiretaps must bribe .their way into buildings, 
and also ‘‘hire" phone company epiployes'to hfip 
them trace certain connections. . - I 


y epipjoyes’io n?up i 

' I Wash.__ 

1 * Jlsny professional wiretappers arc ;form« 1 T«tno« Hornld 
phone company employes now working for p^* I neruio 

vate Investigators, But even they, One of the Wash. Nows_ 

best In the business .confided, often need "Inside'* ’vVash. Star_ 
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Mrefap l'gi.MiTwa'V:;yithouf.Wfe^^ 

[ M'J? ® it;,.’TK8 iiny:efecfronic eavejjropp^ is'aiiregu-'^ C 

tWr..n«drmg 'ai<j' ^nhft'cfed'folJUDlr-seMilIvaTreeeiYer'^withrisn^enn;* '. 


It! rX ry^'- '-• '■ V 

i.*You’ll?tm<Icfsta^<j*/Why; a$ vt> 
-^laln thtf tWei© methoas bl^Ih- 
.«f«ptfnif phone .callwby^dlre^ 
mtap. ,by;tnagneHc„coU,‘iand by 
1foirt-wave.radiO'.;£ri;r4:''/,;*^4’fr't^'i,.. 
"Kv*.^5^;you’fe' soparatedrfrom, 
-l^andl-she.^fileai: IfbP "(Jt' 


yofte,, aetnamUng a^bilshell bit’,aii- 
m 0 n jKjU,'_C'Ybu'ye’;,^yn; ^^_hba]3j« 
oX'he!rrplayuii!.arbund„i^.K- 
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l^gihe 


■■av ^S,«|^..;7f'23,UO 

.' vConttnwd from^PAge^^ , ^ 
.tap/’your Avif^s 


(ab6ut heir apartment., ■ -. \ ' ' 

r, ^ ...V > •■,, -‘J J 

Vf TAPPJEB JSLIPS tfio'jan" 
ijtor .of the building a sawbu** or 

generally 

‘rtf** tome In most 
but; hotels have 
voontrol boxes on each floor, witw 
each room Indicated by numW! I 
, ■'^'•.Inapartment,buildings'how-l 

npalfs '^two 1 wires tliat Xbrmif 
' phone. In 

. each ; ^nfrol 'VOx are rsevcral ' 

spare .f'pa^s’! .for ‘ temergency 
, bsp'Or in case a tenant might 
• want an extra phone, r . * 

»IA,'Contact Avith. 'a< phone^.com* 

ones, and which “pair", leads to 
:the phone on which the tap Is to 

establish Such a con¬ 
tact,, however. the tapper can 
Check, out-"^rs", untH*^IK finds 
one that Is open. Then .he must' 
get into the victim’s apartment, 
the number oX- that phone 
which .automatically glv^ It a 
bhsy sl^l, then leave, the re- 
^ivejT, oW th^. hook. andl tetun^ 
^wnstairs • andVeheek out the 
fpsy.,signal';-,:■-• i 

,comes 

beXore .the receiver Is rc« 
.«b«'probably wiu 
think It was knocked oxx acciden- 
Wly. ; ■ ',v,.T. , . : ' 

Jtoce.the proper-thalr" .islocat- 
wed. It;Is Simple to plug one oX the 
I spare lines .Into 'It. “A .listening 
post can be set upright there, or 
In a nearby closet, « the Janitor 
Is properly taken care OX.' 

t* 

OB, THE SPARE UNE can be 
traced to a .correspondlng^spare, 
in another building. Tt could'be 
next door, or any place within the 
limits ex the particular exchange. 

* listening post ht es- 
tabUshed, however, the topper's ; 
Job becomes simply mater oX 
' w-altlng Xor the desired infornu-1 
.J.lon..The days oX sitting'around 
'if ”0 cloeSr., with, ''earphones* 
iPre Just about gone.'Now they 
recording machines,. on^. 
■iwhich either treels % oX tope, or,' 
.spools oX wlro‘.’rUsten’',to*aiI ' 
,callSuon..the:iMrtirniar..nh6ne. w 


presehti5ay jna^nnes, arc 
. AcTivated by .voice, so’^ncyHc- 
: main' idle and don’t, use ‘.them¬ 
selves .up between ncaHs. -The tap-' 
per has.only to change >pooT.S or 
reels whenever’ne,eessary^ depend¬ 
ing ;onhow,hiuch,t,alkIng the tap 
vWIm d.oeS.^ .V 

■ .There are magnetic coU devices 
thstt can be attached to. the bot¬ 
tom oX the phone-sCt ltselX, right 
In the apartment,'or to the under¬ 
side. oX the piece ‘o.X,Jurniture on 
which ‘the phone rests. It picks 
up jthe .conversations by ;magnet!c 
: Impulses. VVlres arc .heeded here, 
however, and may be discovered. 
Some such ■'listeners caii'Cv^ 

; catch conversations through' an' 

: ordinary wall, so delicately are, 

; they cohstryctea ; 

,Tne sshort-wave radio deviep 
has an. arm “that, pointed at tip 
target phone Xrom the next apart¬ 
ment, , or relatively near. Can 
.fhear”, conversations;'and -trani- 
Ihit them to a .recorder,. ' 

i AtHAT CAN A person do IX he 
or she .suspects, a phone tap? . 

i First, .you can;notIXy the phone 
company, and an Investigator 
will,be;sent out .to trace your 
line; .and Will, remove; any. taps 
IX they, exist, iand report back 
to you. 

Some, people,.ddn’t like .It 
known that [there fs>a rea.son 
they.suspect a topped wire.: In 
, the case .oX bookmakers,' etc.,' 
they.on’t.aXXord any such’ Ihi! 
.vestlgation; So, .these person-S " 
)have = to hire* another wiretap-v 
Iper, through a. private detective 
I agency, to undo what the Xlrst 
[tapper dld.i>It thus becomes a' 

«vicious circle. 7’'! 

(Tomorrow: The’varlous'fypfs 
OX “bugs” . that Intruders Instil 
to,"butt In oh conversations net 
Vmade yla phones.) .I if 

' 'I.i ' ' 1 ' ,;«• .'i,',. 
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All Employes of Privat 
Agent* Will’Ba Covered- 
Und^r Hiririmati Plan 


TTf* 


SpecUl U T&« roa'T;n«fc 
AtBANV, Pee., 14-«G«vern0fj 
Kaniatan niU aalc the, 194!$ l^g 
|i$Jature to re<i\jirc the licenatai; 
by the 'state ot aU employes or 
private xJetectlvc*. , 

Sidney Squire, executive depU' 
ty Secretary <tt State, said to^y 
that the Governor had “comialt* 
ted himseif' to such rf, program 
land would Include the r^uest in 
his aimual tatsage to the Leg:!*' 
lature. 

Mr. Squire explained tha't sec¬ 
retary or State Carmine G. X>e- 
saplo believed It was necessaryj 
'for the department to do more 
khan simply license private In- 


v¥jligaSors,'^wliile''>.a\ihs^ 
or; :ko oyer,.;lhejr .cm.- 

pJoyes.'! ), "!■ ;:/ v„i. . _• 

; The ' Sj;a»e;; 'popartmeAt^'Rowj 
.ileeasci SSO .'private ’ d^e^lives,' 
o|, ^“om 3a 'NfcYork 
aty.' :Mr.‘ Squire »ld''th 9 ‘„d<t- 
partmeot had’”* 110 ’ lica’’ how 
many other ojferatlves were em¬ 
ployed by. the'.licensed ihvea'tl- 
gators and conducted i similar 
private Investigations ;'virtv»lly 
free of state control. ' v 
Every, employe.' he' explained. 
^ required to fill .out a SUtc 
department form; but this forth 
Is then filed with his employer. 
All the state get.$, he'a^H ts an.,, 
anonymous set of fingerprints,' 
to.' check .against state .pohee 
records .of.persons with‘.criminal 
records. ■' • ' ‘■.a.',-,,',-". 

Mr. Squire reported'that rep¬ 
resentatives of the State pepart- 
ment had attended the .wiretap¬ 
ping Vlsl doba C- Broady, He 
said department legal offt^rs. 
were studying the trlaf recordJI 
to see,.U\lhere was any evldenceV 
of evasion of licensing require¬ 
ments. . , * 

Broady was Ucertsed as a prl- 


vate’“^etectlve”unt"lif tvvo !!y^rs§ 
■■ dtarenew-.h 


ago.Avhcn .ho fallOd to 
request,"Mr, SiiuJre 
.'.Mr..Dcsaplo’s deputy request¬ 
ed the public ,to,.sut?mit td the 
dmttment ---any ;;;com?iai4tii 
about'Wiretapping by private in. 
vcstigators 'or Other tostahcbs <$( 
uh'vVarwnted behavior.,on their 
part.^,^ :• -• ' 

■;fle said .the .department -was 1 
.■yestigatlng “dozeas'Vof .fetters: 
Of -coaplitat about ‘.private de-1 
tecUvcs. .However,' .many 'Of 'tu I 
complaints were anonymous, ana^ 
did ..not-.Tprovlde' 'enough WtA\ 
facts,' hO-said.'Among 'theleM 
fenses "rei^rteit he said, 'w^e; 
•^lSurJ>lng "'power',’ 'laal 
“breaking Into" private Jwnwl 
jmd.apartruents.' 
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^^irscts State Police p:;^C6operdte^K^^^^^^^^ • j; 
In investigation of "Private EveS'!-^-? 


“ i citions ana• saicL-he-l 

w^msTructing the State Police.to cooperaTe^mtyio' 

protie.- ;■ .;., , ■ ■ f-T-ir”—'—^.-j 

T'rie Governor' said .the r In- BAPPED ! 

Vestlga\lon of the activities of iWi,- nn^ raiVf rnai L'ititn 

b^;ers. .arblr?’ belli S' 
w? -» . . ® ® steJinship ticket agents, and 

notaries public are licensed by 
III t,lie State with greater care than 

private detectives, “some 'of 
detective agencies-have -y/hom, with their employes, ap- 

rights ;pf the people, ^jjg law "and with 

i/TJie investigation was ordered iftorallty, and to have invaded 
Dj’ JIr* DeSaplo Sundayj follow- '^be, constitutional rights and 
Ing, the close .of the. New York bivil safeguards of our people.” 
Ci^ trial of John G. (Steve) •: Rlr. DeSaplo announced Mon- 
Brbady, Broady, a private de- d&y subpoenas had been Issued 
was convicted las; directing all private detectives 
ThiirSd^orii jg coynts of illegal ihi the state to submit records of 

%U cases they have handled 
^O-tHfili^BEVELATIOXS 'I 1.1953 in which.wire- 

; .,3 ’ -•■j j j^pplngorelectronlceavesdrop- 

.;,<5t-ber disclo^res bf. wii^-tap- fibs devices had been'used, 
pmgi.iibtivitles/have ,beer|,:'niade i'They are to appear, .starllhg 
at public, beings co.ndpeted, by Ji.ah- 6, at the rate of 25 detec. 

the Joint, Ic/islatlve coaimittee a bay, at the Division of I 

to, study illegal tnterceptrori of Mpenses, 85 .Central' Ave., “In 
communications in New York or at Uie Dept. ,of State’s 

city. ’ ' N.W Y'ork City office. Ab«\ut 70; 

. ,;G,(^v., .Harrlinan -said.: Mr. pebjent of the“ private fietec-; 
De&plo “Win coiperafb fnll.V’* 11^ licensed by the statA arel 
vrlth the legislative- com-, if. »e New York City: mptro-j 

niUtee. ' -nhlitnn area. ' 


£Mr. Harriman announced ha 
h^(i instructed State Police Su- 
rarintendent Francis S. McGar-i 
ve.v. “to extend cooperation and! 
technical assistance” to the 
Dept of State. | 

Said the Governor, In his 
Statement, “It Is hard to be¬ 
lieve, although time, that under 
existing law, no written exam¬ 
ination Is given to ah app,Ucantl 
foY a7private detective Imense 1 
and »et, by meeting, theYDafesfi 
minium tequirements &K an 
*5P.9cant can obtain a^badgS, 
a?;permit to carry a pistol, and 1 
assume the weight of ostensible i 
.'jtate approval for his actlv- j 
ities.” i 


pblifan area. 
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,.V^lByJRpbe^t A Potccie ., 

. [ .crOicted th« 

^State.jEWtce yesterday, to co- 
ioperatej:Ja secretly of State 
'Carml^ G- DeSapJo’s Invtstlga- 
|w>nt.px,wire:iapplBj: .by, private 
'.deteetires, wbieh the dovemor 
,$aid;wa4 "i<5ri«'overdue/'-.'-’' -i- 
V the '-'i^vale.'iter. 

.tectlves In 'the,; dty . were'•re¬ 
ported .rap' lft 'Arj^T,-ovit 'Mr: 
.'peSaplo^ action I’ht ^lbpO^- 
Ins:, all private detectives 

ihceased by ^the State. Depart- 
iSjerit. istartlnir Jan,'•$, twen^- 
0? the«,a .day,must produce 
,au their records ct ■wire tabs or 
eJectioate-' eayesitoobplns! since 
fpr dei^rtmental 

examinauoa.,1 

. Mr. DeSaplo’s 'cracK-downfol 
towed the conviction Jast Thurs¬ 
day of Johp O. .tsteve) Broady 
for wire-tappln?: and conspirady 



Barrlinan Backs Order 
• “In a statemeat'lssued here. 
'Gov. Harxlaan sald-he was de- 
'termined to end "unlawful and 
lajfaorali/investljatlve tactics 
whtoh Invade the, privacy of our 
citizens.*. He .aeplor^ a sltua- 
tl^' l^which, ,he .said, barbers, 
beauttcians ‘. and ■ .others ' -'are 
licensed by the' state ‘■"•jeith 
ffmer oare* than are private 
detectives^' 

“It ishard to believe, although 
true," the Governor said, “that 
under^exlstlns; law .no written 
examination Is given to an ap-i 
wtoanffor a' private [.detective's 
ilicense. i'nd yet, by meeting "the 
barest; mi n i m um reoutremenh^ 
such" an applicant can' e^^n 
a badge.' a permit to carry., a 
Pistol and^issume the weight of 
osttasttle state approval fOr hU 
actlvltlef” " 

! “Becent events .Illustrate the 
shocWng: disregard ‘Which ,cer¬ 
tain unscrupulous private detec- 
| tive agencies have both for the 
law and for the (rights^ of the 
people." Gov. Harriman said. 

He-mld Mt bad instructed 
.State ..,:HoWfe' to extend'''co- 
Ic perattoa a rid technical asslst- 
aapTTrjTne State Department. 




I I / ✓'. 




|The governor also said that the 
department will, '’co-operate 
i“jfully" • trtth the Joint. l^glsia- 
t}v<f .Committee on wire .tapping.' 
' ,i‘! 1 ii''bttectIvO’SiKcply ( 

At ihrefilcesW tU. Associate’ 
|a«,niOd'. WectCvcs. (A:;:x;' :D.>. 
iS^lv'Broadway, ‘Irving Shum- 
bord.' 'seGetary;' shOwOd his pri- 
V'a'te;detec,tlfyCJW.dge and license, 
and';described .the stand of the 
organlmtton'whlch/be sald.'rep- 
resehis ab^t 

!The .A, .tk .D. welcomes inves- 
tlgatton.'Mr, Shumbord said, but 
holds that the ^‘sweeping Inves¬ 
tigation" .orderedxby Mr. De- 
Saplo woUM "smear •'an .enWrC' 
[group* ;in vthlch' .there' may ^ be 
.only a"“few oWenders.* 

Mr: .'.Shum'bord,''whose state¬ 
ment; was shafed 'by ;Ben]an|iln 
p. Fembaeh..A.'B.- D. chief coun¬ 
sel. said the A. I,; D. has called 
a "protest meeting” of Its .mem¬ 
bers for $ p. xoi tomorrow at 
the Henry Hudson! Hotel, 353 W. 
57th St. ' .../ ‘ 

, Mdst private detectives, they 
said, have.no-lnterest ln'or as¬ 
sociation' with wire tapping. In 
ahyiform; They added that few 
of them engage in marital cases 
and that few are licensed to or 
;dd carry gUnaC .Tbe function of 
private .detectives :1S “primarily 
research worfc," and the,A.,I* D. 
[frowns Ch 'Wire-tapping, ’ they 
.said,,/ ' 

, ."iwCbe/to Cost tittle , 
^r.;DcSaplo'ls-lnve$tlgatfon of 
the ’.Inmtlgators. will 'cost 'the 
taxpayers' VeiyjUttKi'ahd noth¬ 
ing In .the, way of .extra appro¬ 
priations. a state Department 
representative .said .yesterday. 
The subpoenas went out by reg¬ 
istered mall, and are returnable 
at 270 Broadway .or'in Albany—' 
whichever, ts convenient for. the 
'Private detecttv^s*ihe said. 

I informed bf the, A..t(..D,'pro- 
[test yesterday,.,Mr, 'DeSaplo U- 
!sued 'a statement saying that 
i"*by; private detwtlve ’.ori prl-, 
vate detective agency who is not 
guilty of ;any wrongdoing n^ 
fear^fnine, or any other.investlr 
’gatlom" ‘i‘,'.,, .• ■; 

U;“One "thtag 'Is cerlaln/'i M 
piSaplo said,' "tlK^ 'Who.na 
[abused their i llcenses.,.wiU, 
dealt-'With flnnly and fully 
tccordartce with the lawb> , 
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EpRIVATE DETECTIVE’S CREDENTIALS—Badge and card permit issued by the State of New York as displayed 
fence by the Associated Licensed Detectives of New York State. At right is the reverse side of a badge. Card is issued to 
also in photo below, _ .A.-r^ - “'"T , - 


Herald Tribune photos by Ira Rosenberg 

Two of the officers of the Licensed Detectives Association, Irving Shumbord, secre¬ 
tary (standing), and Benjamin D. Fernbach, general counsel for the association, at 
press conference yesterday at their headquartersryJBSd Broadway, 
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OeSapfo Asks ^90 Licensed 
Deleclives 'to'Llst Use of 
V/iretaps in 3 Years 


j By niC^lABJt> AMPlER " 
j state's Six) 'Mc^hsed prl- 
jvale' (Jetfctives were ordered 
[yesterday to reveal * 1 ] cases in 
jthe last threw years In which 
'Wiretapping Involved. 

Carmine d, DeSapto, Score*., 
tary ot Staljo, announced that hej 
had Issued subpoenas directing! 
the detectives to submit riles j 
and records of cases they hadj 
handled since Jan, l, ■ 1953 , fa 
which wlretapjJlng or electronic! 
eavesdropping devices had been 
employed. 

A source close to Mr. BeSaplo 
said that issuance of the sub¬ 
poenas had been prompted by 
the receipt of signed and anony¬ 
mous complaints that some pri¬ 
vate detectives bad used wire¬ 
tapping for blachmail and Shake- 
downs and other forms of extor¬ 
tion, ' 

Mr, DeSatto declared that he 
would revoke the licenses of any 
private detectives refusing to 
comply with the subpoenas. 

The detectives are to submit 
their records to the Department 
of State at 270 Broadway or the 
Division off Licenses at S3 Ccn-| 
tral Avende, Albany. They will' 

mki 

wosvdt "ysw) .«iu»H 0 uo srai'WJ 
Aq 3ttnunoooa »3t»s "D "a 'S 1 
t9®2a«I ’pa3rft sj s^jsu 

Uodxa JO oouemsaj ‘s ’{i 
19 'Bparo o^eSarom puvd» 
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^^*^ 0 ** f ■npt’fop opwij 3ai 
.-/sOr^.tiOdM .VpeueD 'Uiejtrg I 


qualifications and haelcgrounda. 
The Issuance of the subpoenas 
foUow’ed orders by Mr. Desapl^ 
for an Investigation to deter-' 
mine what new . legislation ,wasj 
needed to eorre^ what he 
deemed laxity In adnalnlstration 
of the states licensing law. 

The Secretary of State, who] 
also is leader of Tammany Hall,' 
said his investigation was being] 
undertaken under .Article 7 of| 
the General Business Law, gov. 
eming the licensing of private] 
detectives. j 

The subpoenas will not affect 
private.detectives Nvho have not 
used wtretappfag devices in the 
last threo years. They call on; 
• detectives to produce •'retainers, 
Ibills, Invoices, records, record 
■fags, correspondence, reports, 
papers and writings relating to] 
I lithe possession, leasing or use by, 

I'- 


I! 


all teI^hbh^“wiretiipjf>!hg;‘V^uJpij 
■meat, M^qpio:p,,r<^Kt-.rewr'l-! 
iersj^tape'^ \nii !aRii(‘;ap^, *n<lj 
,/elcotro^cj 

<jju!pmen ' ajpswi;atusw/ 
mechaalsMA ■pa»phernaii^’"aHd] 
pecordiais maMby-yff^ fopyjat. 
|und«r ■^'our' sup^rvisloa' dr__,^th] 
your ,cboj4raUon. "andutbAt of] 
any Other pers^ .partnership,' 
]corporatIon, associatltm or other] 
‘entity in' coiwectiOT 

AssoeSaiioa Comment 
Benjamin D,';i?ernb?ch,! chief| 
legal counsel of the Associated] 
Detectives of Kew York State, 
Inc., said the majority of r?tem- 
bers welcomed the Investigation] 
and were opposed to wiretap- 
'pin?* , 

Mr, Ftrnbach added that,the] 
detectives would be .“glad to co-; 
operate” with Mr. DeSapio 
“within the scope of the .law.”j 
The attorney was not able imme-l 
diatcly to comment on the State 
Department's power to Issue the 
subpoenas, other than to say that 
It had a certain subpoena power, 
as a licensing agency. ‘ ' 

Meantime, the Joint Legisla-/ 


iive '' j g'*q vo r** an cgar 

ratcrce^to,n'.'Cf ,commumcai;Cwft-,| 
continue^ Ipriyate'heatings yes-' 
tcrdayiy .Taj>plbsg;:tt,(legal .When! 
done hy .ccur't ofde.r,yr.!by.'.a Xe'te-* 
phojA subsbriber‘on l^'owwliw^.* 
iiBubUc [id^gs iSri-ihe/com',, 
miit% heSd^^X'Assemb^mJn'j 
■Anthony P, Sawese ;Jr.,'Repub^.fl 
li'can"of iQueehi,''wtre, to 'havej 
been '.resumed Ihere.'' Ye«teid-ayd- 
but were postponed inmeflmtely.J 
Howard Cemy,.assistant jK>.uns«iJ 
td-the-coamlttee. said .they .were! 
aiied'otff,because'df the inabiutyl 
of eertalh'iaw''enforcemeat dffl- 
Wals'-to -att^'-and"Atneed 'to 
coordinate commilteefl^ng*.^ ■* 
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r>^Eyes on iilis iPrlvafe ly 


e 


■ <;.^9j*^^i«eX)eSapfo;:as Secretary of 
I has raised the important constitutional and 

I issue of'thetreebootirig activities.of private 

I with :the'jives and 

•private affairs of citizens. ’ 

>?:\l/rhe'^p ri^te fdetectiv^ in many .in^tancejs,' 
performs^ hdVs<xil?'dui^ • exists do make a 

> ^ the- task 'of getting'the dope on' 

•somebody for whoever pays a fee.Jtds a vicious 
f occupation al,best;;:it becomes intolerable when 
competitors tap the telephone wires of individuals 
j)r bi^mess rfirms to discover their secrets: ’ 
t" The .office of the Secretary of State is em- 

>;pwer^ to grant, a private detective a licerise, a 
.the right to carry lethal arms. Then 
" i: ^ may hire a crew of rascals to do 

of these need . Jba licensed 
}aw. *.They ply their trade freely'and 
without .interference, although the Constitution 
j makes the.foUowmg guarahtees to the citizens of 
:;this^ountiy: a -■ •. 

t'l. * of itho 'people . td.be secure in their 

^persons, ^hquseSf paperSf .and effects,, against iinr 
yre^sonable) searches 'anduseizures^^^^ riot be 
fyioIated,\ and;.no warrants Kshall,iissue, biiCupoh 
vprobablesause,^supporied by oath or affirmatiori; 
and' particularly! describing, .the place po 
;seardA(^, and tJJe persons or things to be seized/i 

i ■ ^ What the Constitution .forbids^'- 
iment to do, private detectives do. When the Con-, 
jstitution was 'writtem- the telephone was riot in ■ 
•existence;,it is only reasonable - • ; 

vtorissuriie that the.Constitutiori f 
{automatically • 'fixtends' itself ’ 

•and its^'purposes‘to.cover all' . 

IpwJnventTons.'Ithas been held 
oy the courts that these securi¬ 
ty provisions only deferid the 
citizens from acts of govern¬ 
ment ; nevertheless, if the people /. f 
X? ji^^Sht . to .be secure in 

their persons;' houses; ’ papersj ' ■ 
tmd effect, they are entitled to ^^ t . 

'tiK?3«cunty.of:the:teIephorie.;:::;^ 
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ff: ’ The telephone ’ comi^ny clnnorand ■ ought 
qidt to .be required to,pdlice,its lines, as that is a 
'tx)lice fuhction bf tl^eEstate to protect property 
^Besides, <it is an'impossible task if or a<privatt1 
icdihpahy ■ to ^lindertake. It’is,a j^moot question as 
sto Vwhether sGdvefhment, authorities haye {the; 
!right«,to tap telephone ;wires,‘ , except 'in' matters: 
;invoIving::hemous' offehses|;:.and then only'iby 
'courtVbrder;"Public sentiment/is.against -ittas 
■indecent;"' -•'■X 

j‘.There is'no difference .of opinion that it'is 
fwrong for'pnyajte persons to tap telephone wiresj 
jit is immoral ahdindecent/or private persons to 
itap telephone wires for ,'a.profit.; , V ' i 
’ s What CarmiheDeSapio proppsf^ is to tighten 
the-Iaws ,governing .private detectives,, so that 
. they areilimited in their activities jEvery ,person 
[ engaged in this work should be licensed anhhjally.’ 
,He'ought not tobave a criminal Tecord; 'Hepught. 
;notto have a subversive .recprd.V-XX}:;,; ■' 

■ ’, [He ought to'be required to file a statement 
of all cases he uhdertbbkin'his application for a 

: renewal df Ucensel He ought to be forbidden i 
ftap'telephone,'wires priown the equipment.' 

■' He ought ’ to be .ifbrbidden '.to , employ 

■ unlicensed i)ersonnelj;f6r’any work whatsoever^ 
, He ought -to be. examined “periodically Vand his 


f' tiiai^will fput '>t^ . [out r- bii>busihess, <, Anlr 








FD-302 (REV. I 1-27-70) 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription. 


FRED OTASH, 1540 Oriole Lane, telenhone 
55 0-0401. advised that he originally met 


in 


] appr oximately three yea rs ago, and that at that 
was engaged in the business 


time ___ 

and operated a firm named[ 


head quartered^ in the [ 


that 


believed to be 
] He further advised 


was also believed to be a representative of 

at that time. 


metf 


OTASH stated that approximately two years ago 
visited h im in Hol lywood, an d through him had 

I and that I I had returned to either 

I ^ t • i 1 . . -t I 


-ST 

in 


1 where he was engaged in the [ 


He further advised that he had been 


_J during th e Christmas holidays of 1975 and had 

sp ent some t ime with ] | and had met some associates 

of I I whose names he co uld not no w recall, but 


th at one of them acc ording to 
in 


had been involved 


OTA SH reca lled that when he had originally me t 
1 thatl [claimed he was | I 


I 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


bS 

b7C 


OTASH Stated that while in | | 

had paintings that w ere reportedl y valuable, and that 
individuals from the | | had ripped off the paintings 


from 


situation. 


He 


but that he did 
further advised 


not know 
that 


the 


details of this 
"] claimed 



b6 

b7C 


Interviewed on_ 


1/24/77 


Los Angeles, 


by- 


SA 


3 ^ 


mjc 


b6 

-b7C 


Los Angeles 

California # 87-43149 -^^^ 


Date dictated 


This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions o 
il and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


f the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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OTASH advised that he had introduced 
to various people that he thought might be able to assist 

and that event ually he 
business 


him in the , 
had invested S 9000.00 in a 


with 


and that the 


;he j 


siness 


on t hem that a re popul ar todavT 


] 


b6 

b7C 


to 


who owns 


to assist in this venture 


He had also introduced 
in Los Angeles 


OTASH advised that apparently __ 

business to an u nknown ass ociate of his in the 
and that to dateF 
and that ! 
venture. 


Isold this 


has failed to repay the $9000.00 
Jhad also lost some money on this business 


b6 

b7C 


OTASH stated that he had last seen f 


in late November or early December, 1976. and that 


1 


] and that 



b6 

b7C 


claimed to have friends in town from _ 

they were to sell some artwork, and that OTASH would be 
repaid the $9000.00. OTASH c ontinued t hat he had thought 

nothing about this as he knew _ 

had artwork in the past, and he thought_ 

merely selling off some of his artwork to repay debts 
he had incurred. 

OTASH stated that the a bove inci dent was approximately 


three days prior to the arrest of 




by the FBI. 


by 


OTASH advised that after he had been victimized 
^^for the $9000.00 he had no mo re to do w ith him, 


and re called that following the arrest of [_ 

I I had telephoni callv cont acted him regard ing attempting 


] that 


\ I ^ p 

to arrange bail for |_ 


] and that 


]had also 


b6 

b7C 


telephonically contacted him from jail, and had written to 
him from jail requesting his assi stance, bu t that he, 
OTASH, Had done nothing to assist 


OTASH stated that [ 
a con man, and recalled that! 
in the possible 


Iwas a nice guy, but 


that he, OTASH had warned him to be very careful and make 


3 c 

had been interested 


sure that any dealings he had with this type of 
were ^legal or^ he could get in trouble. He further advised 
had expressed an interest in f 


that 


b6 

b7C 


and that as a result of all of these t 


and his being victimized by[ 


I 


that 


mgs 


__ for $9000.00 and 

had taken advantage of he and his friends, that 


2 
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was unknown to 


OTASH had advised ! land __another girl that 

he had introduced ! I to^ that they w ould be wise 

not to have anything to do with _ 

OTASH advised that | was unkno'v 

him and that he had never met this individual. 

From consulting various address books. OTASH 
advised that a j I 

I I w ho had a j j an d a I I 

_ had been a business p artner of in 

_ He further a dvised th at I I w as believed to 

reside in j j telephone I I 


reside in|_| telephone |_| 

He stated that when had contacted him from 

the Los Angeles County Jail, that he had requested OT ASH 
to telephonically contact a party in the for 

assistance, but that he could not recall the name of 
this individual, and that he had never called th is individ ual. 
He stated that he had gott en the impres sion from 

that if this person in the _ did not come to the 

assistance of _that this person would also be in 

trouble witb tbe authorities. 


3 
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Complaint Form 

FD-7U (-Rev. 7-51-67) 


r- I - t 


NOTE: Hand print names iegibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indices: Negative fx I See below 


Character of case 

92 


Complainant 



Address of subject 

New York City 



I—I Male 
I I Female 


w u Scars, marks or other data 
Q 





Complaint received ^ 
□^Personal □ Telephonic Date 

7/15/69. 12/30 F 

.Time 


phone 


Height 

Hair 

Build 

Weight 

Eyes 

Complexion 


Birth date and Birthplace 


Facts of complaint 



J white male American, born 
l6l pounds. Gal D. L. ^ 


black hair, brown eyes. 




I advised as follows? 

FRED OTASH October l8, 19^^ training class 

at the police academy of the tAPD. OTASH was dismissed about 1961, 
OTASH then started a detective agency in the Hollywood area. 


told mn May. 1969. that O TASH was now 

the p]^^^:Ldei^ of a cosmetics company in Nex-x York City. Said 

that r~^^ f was a member of a group in Nexf Yo rk City. _ said 

ou mean those .rnttan good for nothing hoods? | ~|said yes . 

Aid he y was r eferring to the La Cosa Nostra. | [ said 

e was also going to write Senator Murphy about the above ^d other 
communist matters. He could furnish no other informataoix/ro further 
identify OTASH,or the hoods. Hsls / / 





=0 __,,_jihoe^ced 


SEARCHED- 

SERIALIZED __/L:Sm.EB_j 

JUL 17 196' 


(Agent) 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 19C2 EDITION 
CSA CCN. REG. NO. 27 



50t0<100 


UNitED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


•TO : SAC, W YORK 



subject: FRED OTASH 

AR • 



S 

date: 8/7/69 


Re New York letter to Bureau dated 2/26/65 
captioned FRED OTASH, Infonnation Concerning,. New York 
file 9^“1536. 


For the info mat ion of Nevr York« 


1 advised on 


7/15/69 that in May IWTT_ 

I I advised that FRED OTASH, [ 


] 


training class in 19^5 as a Los Angeles Police recruit, is 
now th e president of a cosmetic company in New York City. 

I [ further com mented th at OT ASH is a member of a group 


TrTlTew York City, [ 


Jasked 


if he meant OTASH 


is a m ember of ^'those ro tten, g ood-for-no thing hoods. ” 


said yes,[ 


the Cosa Nostra. 


]said he. 


was referring to 


Complete background information was furnished 
New York by Los Angeles on 4/1/65 in reply to referenced 
communication. The above-information is the only additional 
information received by Los Angeles regarding subject since 

4/1/65. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (92-3576) 


SA GILBERT G. BENJAMIN 


subject: OTASH 

CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE 



» 

date: 11/8/74 


On 11/8/74,1_ [ advised that information 

had come to source's attention indicating that FRED OTASH 

who resides on Oriole Lane in the Holl 3 rwood Hills is be 

reportedly currently out of the United States in the Middle b 7 c 

East. He has sublet his home to American myste ry novelist b7D 

MICKEY SPILLANE for one year. SPILLANE and h is I I 

are currently residing in the OTASH house and ! 

is readying a stage act which she hopes to put on in 

Las Vegas in the not toodistant future. 

OTASH has loaned his automobile to someone else 
during his absence whose name source has not yet determined. 

ACTION; 

The above is to record information concerning 
OTASH and no further action is neededed at this time. 












■ mi'k'Siir.K 

(Eev. 7-19-77) 








ESEfiAL BUSM ©> 55WgS¥l@AfPN 
{BEMTIFJGATIOH DlVsSIQH 
WASHir«GT8{l, B. 0. ?MZ1 


8^3 0-79 308 JLP| 


85 579 C 


Use of the fo!lov;ing FBI record, NUMBER , is REGULATED BY LAV/. It is furnished TOR 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY and should ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When further explanction of arrest charge or 
disposition is needed, communicate directly with the agency that contributed tiie fingerprints. 
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The following FBI record, NU7ABER 85 570 C ; is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
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Use of the following FBI record, NUMBER 85 570 C , is REGULATED BY LAW. It is furnished FOR 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY and should ONLY BE USED FOR PURPOSE REQUESTED. When further explanation of arrest charge or 
disposition is needed, communicate directly with the agency that contributed the fingerprints. 
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OPTIONAU FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1062 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101*11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (l45-l676) 5 / 7/73 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


_ I aka; 

I aka 

ITOM 

00: Los Angeles 


This is to note for further reference that 
Supervisor WILLIAM JOHN NOLAN was telephonically contacted 
on 4 / 19 / 73 . by FRED OTA.^ 15^ 

California.. telepHo n¥‘‘‘^7^278t 

I Sui^ervisor 


lunch to discuss a matter of 



NOLAIL_OTASH reauestec 

. to 
for 

1 

SA 



who vjas recently convicted 
on Interstate Transportation of Obscene Matter (ITOM') _ 


charges in United States District C ourt (USDC ).| 


and was scheduled for sentencing on 


SA [ 


On 4/24/73. OTASH met v;ith Supe rvisor NOLA N and 
J He advised he had instructed Ito 


cooperate fully with the federal government in regards 
to this case^ including the answering of any questions 
regarding his activities in this case, and the identity 
of the owner of the company. He advised he xvas not asking 
anything of the government in return for 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


1 


cooperation but was convinced it would be in 
best interest to cooperate vjith the government” in any v/ay 
he could. 


b6 
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OTASH was advised that if 
all information requested rega rding 


1furnished 


and xvould testify to it b6 

before the Federal Grand Jury'and in USDG, that this b7c 

cooperation vjould be brought to the attention o f Assistant b7D 
United States Attorney (AUSA) I 1 who would 

inform the judge if he thought it was proper to do so. 


RKP/msc v , 

( 1 ) 
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5010-108 










LA 145-1676 


furnished limited 


Jthereafter contacted SA 
information of value but 


and 

indicated he 


vjould 


furnish all requested information and testimony after he 
had been sentenced. 


AUSA|_I was advised of the foregoing matters 

on 4/29/73j and said he believed no action should be 
taken by h is office until after the sentencing. He said if 
[received a substantial sentence and did cooperate 
with the federal government as he promised^ he would then 
move for a reduction of sentence in federal court. 
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